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ABSTRACT 

Th i s p r o j e c t i s an a p p r a i s a l o f t h e Home B i b l e 

Seminary program f o r l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g in C e n t r a l and 

South T h a i l a n d . The purpose o f t h i s p r o j e c t has been to 

e v a l u a t e t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of Home B i b l e Seminary and 

c o n s i d e r ways t o improve i t . The p r o j e c t was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

concerned about program o b j e c t i v e s , program d e s i g n and t h e 

r e s u l t s o f t h e program. 

The p r o j e c t examined t h r e e a r e a s o f t h e o l o g y 

b i b l i o l o g y , s a n c t i f i c a t i o n and e c c l e s i o l o g y . I t 

i n v e s t i g a t e d t h e o r e t i c a l background from e d u c a t i o n a l and 

l e a d e r s h i p s t u d i e s . The Thai world view and v a l u e s were 

e x p l o r e d . The p r o j e c t p r e s e n t e d t h e h i s t ' o ry of t h e Home 

B i b l e Seminary i n C e n t r a l and South Thailjand. I t gave t h e 

r e s u l t s o f a q u e s t i o n n a i r e g iven to n i n e t y - t h r e e o f t h e 

s t u d e n t s t o g a i n t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e on t h e program. A l l o f 

t h e s e v a r i o u s e l emen t s were b rough t t o g e t h e r i n a c h a p t e r 

a p p r a i s i n g t h e program. 

The s tudy conc luded wi th recommendations on how to 

j 

improve t h e program. The r e s e a r c h found t h a t t h e program was not e f f e c t i v e i n a c h i e v i n g i t s o b j e c t 

s t u d e n t s found i t v e r y p r o f i t a b l e fo r t h e 

i v e s bu t t h a t t h e 

i r own o b j e c t i v e s , 

which were t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e B i b l e , app ly i t t o l i f e and 



grow s p i r i t u a l l y . Therefore , i t was recommended t h a t the 

o b j e c t i v e s should be changed to support the s t u d e n t s ' 

o b j e c t i v e s . Some d e s i g n f e a t u r e s should be changed to make 

i t more u s e f u l t o the s tudents and t o i n t e g r a t e i t i n t o the 

l o c a l church. 

« 



t h e B i b l e , 

Th is p r o j e c t i s d e d i c a t e d to my w i f e , Becky, w i t h o u t whom I 

cou ld no t have comple ted i t . And to a l l t h e Thai HBS 

s t u d e n t s , who want to u n d e r s t a n d 

a p p l y i t t o t h e i r l i v e s and 

grow i n t h e knowledge 

and g r a c e of God 
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CHAPTER 1 

PROJECT INTRODUCTION 

Program E v a l u a t i o n 

"But examine e v e r y t h i n g c a r e f u l l y : 

ho ld f a s t t o t h a t which i s g s o d . " 

(1 Thes 5:21 NIV) 

L e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g and development i n t h e church 

i s a p r i m a r y concern f o r OMF I n t e r n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n a r i e s 

working i n T h a i l a n d . During t h e f o r t y - f i v e y e a r s o f church 

p l a n t i n g work i n C e n t r a l and South T h a i l a n d many d i f f e r e n t 

app roaches to l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g have been u sed . One 

program t h a t has endured t o t h e p r e s e n t i s 

Seminary (HBS) o r , i f t h e Thai name i s t r a i 

Program to Develop Communicators of God 's 

program has been i n use fo r over e i g h t e e n 

C e n t r a l and South T h a i l a n d . I t s l o n g e v i t y 

t h e Home B i b l e 

s l a t e d , "The 

Word." Th is 

y e a r s i n bo th 

and c u r r e n t use 

make i t an a t t r a c t i v e program t o rev iew and examine f o r i t s 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o church l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g 

The purpose o f t h i s p r o j e c t has been t o e v a l u a t e t h e 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s of HBS and c o n s i d e r ways to 

f u t u r e . 

and development , 

improve i t i n t h e 



This a p p r a i s a l of HBS i s a program e v a l u a t i o n . 

Davie (1994) p o i n t s ou t t h a t e d u c a t i o n a l program e v a l u a t i o n 

has f i v e p o s s i b l e p o i n t s o f f o c u s . I t cou ld b e an e v a l u a t i o n 

of (1) t h e i n s t r u c t i o n , (2) t h e l e a r n i n g , 

d e s i g n , (4) c o u r s e o b j e c t i v e s , o r (5) t h e 

program. Th i s a p p r a i s a l c o n s i d e r s a l l f i v e p o i n t s w i t h 

emphasis on o b j e c t i v e s , d e s i g n and i n s t r u c t i o n . 

(3) t h e program 

promot ion of t h e 

Research Q u e s t i o n s 

t o answer s e v e r a l Th i s r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t a t t e m p t e d 

q u e s t i o n s i n t h e p r o c e s s of making an a p p r a i s a l of t h e Home 

B i b l e Seminary (HBS) program i n T h a i l a n d . 

1 . What were t h e g o a l s and e x p e c t e d r e s u l t s of 

HBS? Why was it deve loped? How has it changed over t h e 

y e a r s ? These q u e s t i o n s focus a t t e n t i o n or t h e c o u r s e d e s i g n 

and o b j e c t i v e s , and to some e x t e n t , t h e p romot ion . The 

p r imary n a t u r e o f t h e s e q u e s t i o n s a r e h i s t o r i c a l . 

2 . What were t h e a c t u a l r e s u l t s of HBS? What 

f a c t o r s i n t h e program c o n t r i b u t e d t o p o s i t i v e and d e s i r e d 

r e s u l t s ? What f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o poor and u n d e s i r a b l e 

r e s u l t s ? I f HBS d i d not a c h i e v e i t s g o a l s , 

a c h i e v e d ? These q u e s t i o n s focus a t t e n t i o n 

i n s t r u c t i o n , i n a d d i t i o n t o cou r se d e s i g n 

, what was 

on t h e 

and o b j e c t i v e s , 

Because most of t h e p r e v i o u s e v a l u a t i o n s of HBS have been 

done on an ad hoc b a s i s by t h e m i s s i o n a r i e 

sought answers from t h e Thai s t u d e n t s . 

s , t h e a u t h o r 



3. How did the HBS g o a l s for l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g 

compare wi th the a c t u a l r e s u l t s ? What does examination of 

the d i f f e r e n c e s t each about how to improve the program? 

What can be learned from t h e o r e t i c a l background mater ia l to 

he lp HBS be more e f f e c t i v e ? The concern i n answering t h e s e 

q u e s t i o n s has been to examine t h e o l o g i c a l , t h e o r e t i c a l and 

c u l t u r a l background i s s u e s in l i g h t of the data from the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

4 . What can be done to make HBS more p r o f i t a b l e 

for d i s c i p l e s h i p and l eader development in the churches i n 

Thailand? The f i n a l goa l of the p r o j e c t has been to chart a 

course for the future of HBS. To bring for th a c o n s t r u c t i v e 

p lan to improve HBS i n v o l v e s a l l f i v e e lements of Davies ' 

program e v a l u a t i o n . 

L imi ta t ions 

This was not a survey of a l l the l e a d e r s h i p 

t r a i n i n g programs t h a t have been used i n Thailand. I t was 

an appra i sa l and review of HBS a l o n e . I t 

two main areas where OMF m i s s i o n a r i e s have 

where the HBS program i s being used p r e s e n t l y Central and 

South Thai land. The review was focused on the Thai 

s t u d e n t s , who have s tud ied HBS, as w e l l as the OMF 

m i s s i o n a r i e s , who developed and implemented the program. 

was focused on the 

used HBS and 



The s t u d e n t has 

The Home B i b l e Seminary i s a program of l e a d e r s h i p 

t r a i n i n g and development t h a t was c r e a t e d by OMF f o r use i n 

C e n t r a l T h a i l a n d . I t has s i n c e been used i n South T h a i l a n d 

by OMF. The program i s a s y s t e m a t i c s t u d y of t h e whole 

B i b l e ove r a p e r i o d o f a t l e a s t s i x y e a r s , 

d a i l y a s s i g n m e n t s o f B i b l e r e a d i n g w i t h q u e s t i o n s t o answer 

i n a workbook. There a r e r e g u l a r t u t o r i n g s e s s i o n s w i t h 

o t h e r s t u d e n t s i n t h e a r e a ( u s u a l l y members i n t h e same 

church) to r ev i ew , d i s c u s s and a p p l y t h e l e s s o n s w i th a 

t u t o r . These t u t o r i n g s e s s i o n s a r e g e n e r a l l y eve ry two 

weeks f o r j u s t over two h o u r s . Once a yeai: t h e s t u d e n t i s 

e x p e c t e d to a t t e n d a four day seminar where v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s 

o f t h e B i b l e a r e rev iewed and v a r i o u s p r a c t i c a l t o p i c s a r e 

t a u g h t . The f i r s t s e c t i o n s t u d i e d i s t h e 

fo l lowed by t h e Gospe l s , t h e n t h e Old Testament h i s t o r y , 

A c t s , t h e P r o p h e t s , E p i s t l e s , W r i t i n g s and R e v e l a t i o n . I t 

no rma l ly t a k e s a t l e a s t one yea r t o compl€:te t h e P e n t a t e u c h . 

Those s t u d e n t s who comple te a s e c t i o n and a t t e n d t h e seminar 

a r e g iven a diploma fo r t h a t s e c t i o n a t t h e annua l 

P e n t a t e u c h , 

B e l i e v e r s ' Camps of t h e C e n t r a l and South 

Hypotheses 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s p r o j e c t 

f o r t h t h e f o l l o w i n g h y p o t h e s e s . HBS has 

d e s i r a b l e r e s u l t s b e c a u s e : 

Tha i l and chu rches , 

t h e a u t h o r s e t 

a ch i eved some 



l o n g - t e r m and 

1 . Much o f t h e B i b l e i s c o n c r e t e i n d e p i c t i n g 

l i f e s i t u a t i o n s . The B i b l e i s f u l l o f s t o r i e s . I t i s 

h o l i s t i c . The Thai a r e comfo r t ab l e w i t h t h i s s t y l e . 

2 . The s t u d y of t h e B i b l e gave 

l a s t i n g b e n e f i t s t h a t were r e c o g n i z e d by t h e Thai who 

managed to s t u d y fo r a yea r or more. 

3 . When m i s s i o n a r i e s t u t o r e d i n an i n t e r e s t i n g , 

e n c o u r a g i n g and c o n s i s t e n t way t h a t focus € id on a p p l i c a t i o n 

t o l i f e and t h e major themes o f t h e B i b l e , l a s t i n g impact 

was made. 

But HBS has no t ach i eved i t s g o a l s a s d e s i r e d because : 

4 . HBS i s t o o a n a l y t i c a l i n i t s ; app roach . Th is 

s t y l e i s a t odds w i th t h e predominant Thai l e a r n i n g s t y l e , 

5. HBS t a k e s t o o many y e a r s to 

no t g i v e t h e immediate r e s u l t s and b e n e f i t s t h e s t u d e n t s 

d e s i r e . 

6. HBS was not c o n s i s t e n t l y t u t o r e d by t h e 

m i s s i o n a r i e s . Much of t h e f a i l u r e of p e o p l e to go on wi th 

t h e program was due to poor t e a c h i n g approaches , 

The a u t h o r w i l l g i v e r e f l e c t i o n s and an e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e s e 

h y p o t h e s e s l a t e r i n t h i s p a p e r . . 

R e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e Study t o t h e A u t h o r ' s M i n i s t r y 

comple te and does 

I have s e r v e d i n Tha i l and w i t h OMF I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

fo r t h r e e t e rms (13 y e a r s ) . During t h i s t i m e , I have 

a c t i v e l y watched t h e HBS program, and p a r t 

been a b l e . I have t u t o r e d s e v e r a l groups 

i c i p a t e d as I have 

th rough s e v e r a l 



s e c t i o n s . I have t a u g h t t h e rev iew f o r t h e Gospels s e c t i o n 

a t t h e a n n u a l seminar fo r two y e a r s . I n church p l a n t i n g and 

p a s t o r a l c a r e o f t h e church , I have a l s o worked wi th s e v e r a l 

Thai church l e a d e r s , many of whom have comple ted a l l or p a r t 

of t h e HBS program. 

When I s t a r t e d t h i s rev iew and e v a l u a t i o n I 

b e l i e v e d t h a t HBS had made a c o n t r i b u t i o n and cou ld c o n t i n u e 

to make a v i t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n toward l e a d e r s h i p development 

i n t h e chu rches o f C e n t r a l and South T h a i i a n d a s we l l as i n 

o t h e r r e g i o n s . But I was a l s o d i s a p p o i n t e d wi th t h e 

r e s u l t s , f e e l i n g t h a t t h e y cou ld b e b e t t e r , i ndeed , needed 

t o b e b e t t e r i n o r d e r t o see t h e chu rches ;grow dynamica l ly 

t o r e a c h t h e m u l t i t u d e s o f C e n t r a l and South T h a i l a n d . Th i s 

u rge to see t h e Thai C h r i s t i a n s and chu rches grow 

d y n a m i c a l l y drove me to t h i s r e s e a r c h of HBS. I hoped t h a t 

my r e s e a r c h cou ld b e n e f i t HBS and, i n t h e long t e rm, t h e 

C h r i s t i a n s i n T h a i l a n d as we l l a s t h o s e y e t t o become 

C h r i s t i a n s . 

Methodology 

The p r imary sou rce of i n f o r m a t i o n to a p p r a i s e HBS 

comes from t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s , bo th t h o s e who deve loped i t and 

i n f o r m a t i o n was 

as f o l l o w s : (1) a 

t a u g h t i t , and t h o s e who s t u d i e d i t . Th i s 

g a t h e r e d u s i n g s e v e r a l methods . These a r e 

rev iew of t h e o f f i c i a l r e c o r d s of OMF I n t e r n a t i o n a l and HBS; 

i 

(2) i n t e r v i e w s of t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s ; (3) q u e s t i o n n a i r e s 



completed by s tudent s and (4) p a r t i c i p a n t observa t ions of 

the author . ! 

O f f i c i a l Records ! 

Data was c o l l e c t e d from the w r i t t e n records of 

HBS, OMF records of meet ings during which HBS was d i s c u s s e d 

or d e c i s i o n s about HBS were made. Unfortunate ly some of the 

documents are not as d e t a i l e d as one would l i k e . A few are 

not c l e a r l y dated . But t h e s e documents were h e l p f u l in 

preparing the s t a g e for the next source ok in format ion . 

Interv iews J 

The author wrote l e t t e r s to a l l ] o f the 

I 

m i s s i o n a r i e s who developed the HBS program or who had 

t u t o r e d . Some s t i l l l i v e d i n Thailand ancl some had returned 

to t h e i r home c o u n t r i e s or were s e r v i n g e l sewhere . A l l 
I 

t w e n t y - s i x people r e p l i e d i n w r i t i n g t o the var ious 
i 

q u e s t i o n s . The q u e s t i o n s were open ended and adjusted to 

each person according to t h e i r part in the program. The 

f o l l o w i n g i s an example of the q u e s t i o n s taken from one of 

the l e t t e r s : 

Could you he lp me by answering the fo l l owing 
q u e s t i o n s ? 
1. What r o l e did you have in the HBS 

Thailand? program in Central 

2 . Did you t u t o r HBS groups? I f s o , where, when, and who? 
3. Did you have part i n HBS seminars? I f s o , where and 

when? What was your part in the seminars? 
4 . Could you g i v e a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of how you used 

the HBS mater ia l and how you tu tored a group or 
i n d i v i d u a l ? 



5 . Did you have any p a r t i n t h e p r o c e s s t h a t c r e a t e d 
HBS? I f s o , what p a r t ? 

6. Did you have any p a r t i n t h e p r o c e s s of d e v e l o p i n g 
HBS v i a feedback or e v a l u a t i o n s e s s i o n s ? I f s o , 
what was your p a r t ? How were e v a l u a t i o n and 
improvements made i n HBS? 

7 . Did you have any p a r t i n t h e d e c i s i o n t o s t a r t u s i n g 
HBS i n Bangkok? I f so why was His J? s t a r t e d i n 
Bangkok? 

I would a p p r e c i a t e your answers ^ o t h e s e 
q u e s t i o n s . If you have o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n about HBS, I 
would l ove t o g e t i t . j 

With t h o s e m i s s i o n a r i e s s t i l l i n T h a i l a n d t h e 

a u t h o r was a b l e t o fo l low up t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h 

i n fo rma l i n t e r v i e w s and d i s c u s s i o n about HBS. T h e i r answers 

p r o v i d e d d a t a no t on ly about t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e program bu t 

o b s e r v a t i o n s , a n e c d o t e s , r e f l e c t i o n s , and j e v a l u a t i o n s o f 

HBS. The d a t a from t h e s e i n t e r v i e w s s e t t h e s t a g e fo r t h e 

development o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

To c o l l e c t d a t a from t h e Thai p a r t i c i p a n t s a Thai 

l anguage q u e s t i o n n a i r e was used . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e t r i e d t o 

d i s c o v e r t h e s t u d e n t ' s p e r s p e c t i v e on HBS. The a u t h o r 

a t t e m p t e d t o c r e a t e an i n s t r u m e n t t h a t woujld a l l ow t h e 

s t u d e n t s to e x p r e s s t h e i r p e r c e p t i o n s about t h e whole HBS 

program, t h a t would h e l p answer t h e r e s e a r c h q u e s t i o n s and 

would t e s t t h e a u t h o r ' s h y p o t h e s e s . The su rvey d i d no t 

a t t e m p t t o a s s e s s t h e i r l e a r n i n g . 

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e employed t h r e e forms of 

q u e s t i o n s . F i r s t , t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e i n c l u d e d open ended and 

g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n s , such a s : How long have you been a 


