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17. Jesus and the Cross
One day Jesus told his followers, “I have to go to Jerusalem now.
There one of you will betray me.  The religious leaders will arrest me
and sentence me to death.  They will hand me over to the Romans who
will mock me, spit on me, flog me and kill me.  Three days later I will
rise from the dead.”  Jesus’ followers was very upset when they heard
this and they tried to persuade Jesus not to go.

One of the men that followed Jesus was called Judas.  When they got to
Jerusalem, Judas went to the religious leaders and agreed to betray
Jesus  for  30  silver  coins.   They  paid  Judas  the  money  and  Judas  told
them where they could find Jesus.  That night the leaders sent many
soldiers  to  go  and arrest Jesus.  They questioned him all night, but
they could not find anything against him.  But because Jesus said that
he was the Son of God, they got very angry and sentenced him to death.
Early that morning they took Jesus to the Roman governor whose name
was Pilate.  Pilate could not find any wrong in Jesus so he decided to
release him.

The leaders then started to stir up the crowd.  The governor did not
want any trouble so he handed Jesus over to the Roman soldiers who
mocked him, spat on him and flogged him.  The crowd was not happy
yet and they shouted “Crucify him! Crucify him!”  Pilate then ordered
that Jesus be crucified.  The soldiers took Jesus to a place called The
Skull and  crucified  him there.   Many people  came to  watch  and  some
said,  “If  he really is  the Son of God, why doesn’t  he save himself and
come down from the cross?”  Jesus was on the cross for almost six
hours and then he died.

The Bible says
Whoever believes in Jesus is
not condemned, but whoever
does not believe stands
condemned already because he
has not believed in the name of
God’s one and only Son.
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Comprehension
1. Did Jesus know that he was going to die?...........................................
2. Did Jesus deserve to die? ...................................................................

3. Why didn’t Jesus save himself from the cross?...................................


