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1. Introduction

Conversion is complex. It is about the change @élifie of someone, which includes
all aspects of being. The way to explain converssaherefore even more complex.
Trough the ages, and especially during the laduces, psychologists,
anthropologists, theologians and sociologists aeudsing about the definition of

and reasons for conversion, and in particular ielig conversion. These reasons were
seen in social pressure, forcing, marriage, frék @c. The starting point in this
research is to look mainly for reasons of converswich were mentioned by the
converts themselves. With this starting point I wdt discuss the question about how
deep the conversion goes, or what ‘conversion’ méanthe Thai. Later in my study

| recommend further research about this subjeatety related to the phenomenon of
falling back.

But whatever the starting point is, this discussgabout the religious behavior of a
person, as part of a group, but most of all andividual. In discovering these paths
of conversion there are different ways to assdssnmation. This research is not
about quantitative information on conversion, baimy about qualitative

information.

This study is about the religious conversion of 8udts from Thailand who
converted to Christianity in the last eight yeaf$ie reason of doing this research is
directly found in the promotion thesis of dr. M.sger. He works in Thailand as a
‘church planter’ for the organization OMF (Overs@ission Fellowship) and in
2008 he promoted on the subject of conversion dr@iprotestant churches in
Thailand.

I will give a short summary of his thesis.

In his report dr. Visser writes about the reasamsbnversion to Christianity by
ethnic Thai people from an ethnic Thai backgroun@Hristianity and about the
growth of churches in Thailand. Today the protestanrches of Thailand have a
number of 325.000 members, which is 0,3% of thal fmbpulation of the country.

But the churches are growing, 3,5% faster thargtbeith rate of the total population



of Thailand The reason cannot be biologicAlost of them are not growing up in a
Christian family. Two thirds of all the church meenb are first generation Christians.
This means that the church is mainly growing beeaisonversion and not because
of biological growth.

In these churches, there are more women than mdrg great percentage of them
comes from tribal people from the north of Thailga@%). There is also a high
percentage of high educated and urban people. iBsek¥shows that the reason for
this is not that they are more open for the godpélthey just have more
opportunities to hear about it.

As said, the church is mainly growing because ofvegsion. But, what is the reason
for this conversion? Dr. Visser’s research shovesitfiportance of relationships. For
example, Thai people who have a Christian familyniper are hundreds of times
more likely to become a Christian than those with@lristian family members. The
same can be seen in the media: research showd0#tadf all the converted people
mentioned pressed media as one of the most imporntadia in their conversion,
which is mostly related to relationships. This isreexpected outcome because
pressed media seem to be more effective in evamgehian TV, radio and internet.

In the research of church growth in Thailand camooed that young churches
(pointing at the age of the church, not of its memsbgrow faster than older churches
and that charismatic churches grow faster thanatiasrthat are more traditional.

The church is growing, faster than in all previgears. This research is about the
qualitative data of the converts and thereforedsgarch can be seen as the story
behind the numbers. It is about describing theofaan the pathways of converts
during their change to Christianity.

Therefore, the main question of this research is:

Which factors play a role in the conversion of TBaddhists to Christianity and what
does the pathway of their conversion look like#ll try to find this answer with
interviews and personal story’s of the convertstithis method | hope to find which
aspects are playing an important role in the caiwarof Thai Buddhist towards

Christianity.

This research is meant for all those who want mwkmore about the paths of

conversion. | will not give recommendations on htoveonvert Thai Buddhists

-4 -



(which is, to begin with, not possible), but juségent the information | found and |
will try to give an understanding of Thai Buddhidtassume that there already is
knowledge about Buddhism and Thailand and therdfati# not present basic

information about these phenomena.

1.1 Methodology

Presumptions
In order to make the research not too big and tag®od reliable view on
conversion growth in Thailand some presumptionseweade for this research.
e ltis about the conversion of all converts to pinetestantchurches in Thailand
of all kinds of denominations
* The interviewed converts are ethnic Thai and borBuddhist families.
= |tis about the conversion growth of the last eigdirs (people baptized in or
after the year 2000).
» |tis about all of Thailand so people were intevwéel from three main regions

in Thailand: Isaan, Chiang Mai and Bangkok.

Sampling

In the years during which dr. Visser did his reshahe made a database which
contained all the churches of Thailand. In the yastrs the TCRC (Thai Christian
Resource Centre) took care of this database. Tdesevere used to select parishes
for the interviews with converts. In every regidsa@n, Bangkok, Chiang Mai) |
selected churches randomly, forming a sample @& olrurches per region. A Thai
worker in the office of dr. Visser called these tes to plan a day of visit (I do not
speak Thai) and asked if | could interview peopl®where baptized in the last eight

years.

Interviews

The interviews have two parts. The first part guastionnaire about conversion and
some personal information. | copied this questiaeni@om the research of dr. Visser.
| do this in order to have the possibility to comgay information to his to see how
valid my data is. The second part of the intervieswa list of questions, which

depended on the answers the respondents gavedidbgonnaire. In these
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interviews | tried to get the story of their consien clear and to know more about

their motivations and inspirations to become a §ttam.

| worked with a translator, which was not alwayattbasy. Because | could not hear
the information directly, some information was lasd getting a clear picture
demanded many more questions than the ones thdtprepared before. The
structure of these interviews was therefore alsmghng during my research. But at
the end | had 76 interviews with Christians who reheonverted in the last eight
years. Not all of these interviews will be usedm®oof the interviews | did were with
people who grew up in Christian families and ofrseueven though they can be
converted, but they do not fit in the presumptiondde. So after a selection of
interviews | come up with a total of 63 useful mviews.



2. Comparing statistic results

One of the reasons to do the statistic part ofrsearch about conversion was to see
how reliable these data are. Because | had the gagstionnaire as dr. Visser, | also
have the same kind of data. In this chapter | @gthpare my statistic results to dr.
Visser’s to see if my research is significant amdee if there are big differences.
Because my results are only about Christians bonon-Christian families | can only

compare data that describe this group.

2.1 Comparison of Old Data and survey findings'

In this part | will look at the ‘standard’ data treae related to conversion and the
factors of it. The reason to do this is to geticleav valid my own data are,
compared to dr. Visser’s As said | did this reskanmong 63 people, all born in non-
Christian families and baptized in the last eighdng (since 2000). 41% of them were
men and 59% were women. This equals dr. Vissardirigs and shows the openness
of women to the gospel. Another number illustratimg openness is that, according
to my research, in 61% of the marriages the woradhe first who became Christian,
as opposed to 26% of the marriages in which the wenfirst, and in 13% of the
cases both converted at the same time. The differeatween sexes is bigger than
can be seen in the research of dr. Visser, butahlang is still the same.

In 81.5% of the cases the spouse is also Chrisdlamgst the same number as found
by dr. Visser. The numbers on Christian and nonsg@ian family members are a little
bit different.40% of all the people | have interviewed (all fromn-Christian families)
said they do not have Christian family members eviis number was 7,6%
according to dr. Visser’s study. This is a hugéetidnce and therefore | compared the
interviews with the survey. Six people were fourtibvgaid in the interviews that they
do have Christian family members, even though fhleg in that they haven not.
Another five said they don't have Christian relagywhile they also filled in on the
same survey, that there spouse is a Christiarhé&®tl1 persons didn’t give valid
information about this subject and therefore | kébegm out of the results of this part.

! All the data of dr. Visser that | refer to canfband in his study: Appendix 2.3, P. 173
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Without these people, the percentage is much lo2@6% of the converts do not
have Christian family members. So, for some reageaople do not count all their
relatives as ‘relatives’ and that can explain tiffeence in the answers that they
filled in. But 20,6% is still more than 7,6%. Thaseno further explanation

On the question about how many non-Christian famigmbers they have, the
ranking is similar to dr. Visser’s. | found somenma@eople with non-Christian family

members, but looking at the previous question albwistian family, this is logic.

The rest of the data is about some factors thateante conversion. | will tell
something about the differences in data.

There are some findings on who wasfih& person to telthe respondent about Jesus.
| have got some different data than dr. Vissertbatbiggest difference is in the
percentage of the people who filledspouseandmissionary In my research | found
8% less people who filled spous€1,9% in my research; 9,6% in dr. Visser’s). In
the interviews | found that many people named tinait spouse was already a
Christian but another person told them for thd fime meaningfullyabout Jesus, or
that they knew already about Jesus before theiriagg.

Another difference is that | found 8,3% more peapl® filled in ‘missionary’ in the
first contact than dr. Visser did (15,9% in my @s#; 7,3% in dr. Visser’s). The
reason for this difference can be found in the lpgitentage of people from
SuarnapumChurch (3.4) of Bangkok who gave this ansthis is a young church,
founded by a missionary from OMF and a lot of tkegle | have interviewed became
Christian through his work. On a small research ¢ha make a big difference.

The category omost important persona conversion shows a smaller difference.
Most of the numbers are the same. Surprisingly ti@anumber of people who filled
in spouseas almost the same as in dr. Visser's findings dliference is that in my
research there are less other Christians who grertamt in the conversion (4,8% in
my research; 10,5% in dr. Visser’s.) Another d#éfece is that in my research 14,3%
mentionedriendsas important in the conversion, compared to 10(v#. Visser’s.
The numbers about the age of the evangelist shmvsame ranking as dr. Visser and
no special difference were found.

Some differences can be found in the category afian®ecause of these differences
and because | interviewed people about this sytgdater chapter will elaborate this

further. While the ranking in importance of thefeient media is the same (which can
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support the unexpected outcome of dr. Visser,rgeeduction) the percentages are a
little different. For more data, see chapter 4.

About the category of experience. The most impord#ference comparing to dr.
Visser’s research is the exposure to miracles.983Ball the respondents filled in
that a miracle was the most important factor inrtbenversion, in the research of dr.
Visser this is 20,9%. About this subject | will ssyme more in chapter 3.2. On other
aspects there are no big differences in this cayedd,3% of the respondents filled in
bible studies, to 19,7% in dr. Visser’s data. An¢b filled in the attraction of the
Christian life of other people to 15,8% in dr. \&ss data.

So far this comparison. There were of course mata th compare, but not all of
them had a meaningful link with this research. @a&a | compared here with the data
of dr. Visser showed great similarities on mosthaf subject. While this research was
done among just 63 people, the data are simildre@ata of dr. Visser and therefore

they underline the validity of other parts of tresearch.

2.2 Findings of New Data

In the interviews | did | found some more new amgortant data that | will present
here. Some of them | present later in the reseikehdata about media, chapter 4).

All these data are linked to the subject of coneers

The first thing | will elaborate here is about theiative of conversion. | asked
people about the first time that they had seriamdact with someone about Jesus and
| asked them who had the initiative in this tatk8% of all the respondents said that
they had the initiative in the talks and 87% ofnthgaid that the other person started
talking about Jesus without being asked by theomdgnt. This shows that even
though people are open to the gospel, most ofrtethey are not actively looking
for it.

Another thing | wanted to know was if people alngidew something about
Christianity before their first serious contact abdesus. 58,7% says that they heard
of Christianity before and 41,3% says they did ibis was a question abafithey
heard about Christianity but | also asked alvthétthey heard. The answers were
really differing. Many mentioned that a missionsold them something about

prosperity and others mentioned things like tratisyies, and religious lessons at
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school. The other 41,3% did not know anything aliflutistianity before their first
serious contact.

| also asked about another factor that can plajeain conversion of people: family. |
asked to people if there were Christians in thelfabefore their conversion. 42,9%
saysyesand 57,1% says that they did not have Christiaativels before their
conversion. Even though family is very importanfimailand, this is not necessarily a
factor of the conversion of Thai Buddhists to Cinmisity and a great percentage of
people dare to take a first step into a ‘foreigigion.

The last statistic new finding | have is abouttihee between conversion and baptism.
Conversion does not always occur at a specific rmbn@sked people how long they
have been a believer. After they filled this irskad them if this was also the moment
of their baptism. For some of them this was theeshat for many it was not. After
collecting all the information, | found that theemaige of the time between conversion
and baptism is eleven months. 31,7% of all theaedents said that their date of
baptism was the same as the date on which theyrtgeaaChristian.

To all the churches | visited, | asked informatadout the baptisms of 2008. The
results were that 40.4% of these people were n2B8% was born in a non-Christian
family and 91% of all those who were baptized i0&@re still attending the church.
With this number, these results of 2008 are alrtiessame as the average of the last
eight years and show the high percentage of woMereover, they show that the
protestant church of Thailand is a fast growingrchwith a lot of first generation
Christians. Within these churches a lot of membeegalking about the reversal of
Christians to Buddhism. Looking at these data, ¢hisnot be more than 9%, and most
probable this number is not (only) illustrating eesal but it also includes the number
of people that have moved to another church orremgtlace.

An explanation of why people believe that many reaks occur can be that people
too easily see something as ‘conversion’. In TimaiJaconversion itself is a far more
‘important’ happening than baptism (see chapte), 8@therefore people with a

‘conversion moment’ count as ‘converts’, even befibrey are baptized.
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3. Themesin conversion stories

In this part | will try to find an answer to my noeajquestion: which personal factors
are important in the conversion of Thai Buddhist€hristianity?

During the interviews | found some major themesaotwere mentioned frequently.
These themes can be seen, according to this researthe major ‘reasons’ of
conversion of Thai Buddhists to Christianity. Tleeent of this chapter is on what |

found in the interviews and not what | read inrhteire or found in statistics of others.

During the interviews | heard many reasons or facihich were important in the
conversion of Thai Buddhists to Christianity. legdrized all of these reasons in
themes giving an answer on the question: what madelecide to become a
Christian? | found two main categories that playraportant role in conversion:

attraction of the life of others and the aspeqia#ier.

The number of people that are in one or both ddhmategories is high. The most
important reason for conversion is attraction (28).,2and the other important reason
is power (46%). While | categorized them, oftenrtbgpondent could be put in more
than one category. Therefore, there is also an@bB.&6 that named something else
than attraction or power. Sometimes in combinatwiih one of the major aspects of
attraction and power but also sometimes withowtéhén some cases, this ‘other’
means that people named their own decision as tis¢ important reason. Some other
things that people mentioned were bible studieseamons.

But for now we will take a closer look at the majeasons of attraction and power.
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3.1 Attraction

The first big reason of conversion is attractiorh#f life of other Christians. This
‘reason’ is by far the most important reason famarsion, according to this study
(49,2%). In this category | placed all the peoplewaid that what they saw in the
life of a Christian attracted them to Christiangyovided that there was a personal
relation towards this person, such as family, filsmeighbours or acquaintances.
There were also many people talking about testiesthiat they heard about things
like healing or quitting an addiction, but in ma$tthese cases there was no personal
relation to this person and it was not the maisoador their conversion.

In this chapter that is about attraction of the bf others | see three main reasons of

this attraction: Change, Love and Happiness.

Change

The change of a person from a religion to anotherbig thing. In Thailand this
change is more than something between you andiGsdlso something between
you and your family. Even though Thailand is a lahdeligious freedom, the social
pressure can be a hard factor in changing religtaran be seen as throwing away
your Thai identity and accepting a foreign religeomd foreign behaviours. During the
interviews | also talked with people about theimigeChristian and reactions of
people nearby. A lot of the respondents told thatais hard for their neighbourhood
to accept their being Christian, because they ddake part in traditional
Thai/Buddbhist rituals like merit making. Where thesactions can be difficult to deal
with, the behaviour of people who become Chrisigsasiso an attractive factor for
people in changing their religion. Surfisa girl of 17 years old, told about her aunt

who was the first in the family who changed to Gtiainity.

When my aunt became a Christian she was kickedfdwdr house because of
her being Christian. When | saw that my aunt foGadi more important than

her family | started thinking: what is it that shas?

2 Interview Sunisa 1.2.3
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The perseverance of people who showed how muchrtaei belief means to them
brings surprise. This is an old truth, already shday the early Christian church. This
reaction to a remarkable change is something meoplp said during the interviews.
In many ways they talked about the change of manadsvalues. So not only the
change itself but even more the change of moralsvalues forms a big part of the
attraction for people to become Christians.*Pa¢eenager of 16 years old, talks

about his friend who became a Christian:

| saw that her life was really different than thdtother teenagers. She
behaved better and didn’t drink. The same withfhends. This was for me a

living example [of truth]!

Another testimony is from P8na 53 year-old man. The first in his family who

became a Christian was his son:

When my son was a teenager he became a Chriktiauife changed and we

saw that his life was so different from the lifeotfer teenagers!

But while he saw the change, he did not see theé feeesuch change. His wife did
and she became a Christian and he remained BudBhist

On a day | realised that the life of my wife wastatter than my own and |
started to study about it [the bible].(...)I decidiht | wanted to quit my life
of smoking and drinking and | prayed to God if Gaghted to make me free

from all these things.

A lot of these living testimonies are about peaparby. Also for Phool%aan old
woman of 73: her son became a Christian. And niytfon her, but also for her
husband and for a lot of older women in the villagko know their son since he was

a kid, were surprised by the change in his life.

% Interview Pae 3.3.3
4 Interview Pon 3.3.4
® Interview Phoola 1.4.3
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My son, who lived at home, had many troubles apdaally with himself.
But when he went to church [and became Christianthanged enormously!

That change was so big that we as parents weonested!

In this village I did interviews with several peepkho became Christians, and all of

them were pointing to this young man; his changeré@ssed them all!

Love

As said, not only seeing a change toward Chridggabut also meeting with
Christians (who were already Christian when they foethe first time) is a major
reason for conversion. During the interviews thieawsour of Christians they met is
mentioned as an influential factor for conversi@rot of times they spoke, like
above, about the morality and values of Christihey met. Of these values, ‘loving
each other’ was coming back frequently during titerviews.

Naiyanafi is a woman of 38 years old. When she was a kidfdtleer was already a
Christian.

When my father had any problems, his Christiamfigehelped him and | was
interested why they did it.

But the most influential person was my classmateatually never talk
about it [Christianity] together but my classmatasia real-life example. And
not only he, especially his family. | saw real loVaey loved each other and

they talked to each other without arguing. Thatregsed me!

The love of the family impressed her. It is intéirgg to see that she says that she did
not talk about it, but just saw his life. Naa young girl of 15 years old, grew up in a

non-Christian family. Her experience is similar.

A friend of mine really showed the love of Godislife and was therefore a
great example for me. We didn’t talk that much,bstife was enough!

Important in my conversion was what | saw in ofl@hristians]!

® Interview Naiyanan 2.3.2
" Interview Nan 3.2.3
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In several other interviews people named love am@ortant factor. It is not only the
love they see in the life of one Christian, but snimes they talked about the church
as a loving factor. In many interviews people atkrg about the great love they
found when they entered the church community. A aomf sixty years ofttalks

about it.

The most important thing in my conversion is thetlgeess and love; a love |
had never seen before! My own family is not eveexample of it, the love in

the church is enormous.

The last ‘factor’ in the life of others is a factwhich is related to their original

religion, Buddhism.

Happiness

Happiness is a subjective concept, but an impodaeatfor Thai Buddhist people.
Therefore it is not strange to hear this as ortb®feasons for conversion. In several
interviews people were telling about the attractibthe life of others and the
happiness they saw. Like Nisanipa woman of 41 years old. She was baptized two

years ago and talks about a friend who was impbftarher conversion.

The most influential person in my life was a friehsw in the life of this
friend real happiness and | wanted to experieneg tho! | knew this friend
already for a long time (...). So | asked to mynfdievhy she had so much
happiness in her life. My friend told me that shd Hasted Jesus’ and there

she found happiness!

Happiness is something that can be seen in mang<hin all the cases | found it had
nothing to do with material fortune. In the casdNafamon it is not directly clear
what the happiness, that she wanted to experigraeabout. But that friend seems to

have happiness which was seen in his whole life. idxt example is more about the

8 Name unknown 1 1.3.1
® Interview Nisamon 2.4.2
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happiness in moral behaviour, or the way of liviNgrapon® is a man of 48 years old

and he got in contact with a missionary.

The life of the missionary was a great examplé&efLife. Therefore the

missionary was a real living witness about Jesesdbes not smoke, drink, or

gossip, and he works hard!). That made me wanetoine a Christian as

well. | tried to follow this example and becamelai§tian. Now I'm really

happy and have happiness in my life!

Whatever the reason can be, the attraction ofiftnefl people who are Christian or

who became Christian is an important factor ofaation. For what | found in the

interviews, this is also the most frequently memid reason of the conversion of Thai

Buddhist towards Christianity.

While | found many converts talking about attractauring the interviews, this

cannot be linked to the statistic data. In the sypeople were asked about the most

important experience in coming to faith (see tablel.). Just 17,5% of the people

filled in that the Christian life of another person
was the most important experience in their
conversion, while | found in the interviews
something really different. There are different

ways to explain this deviation.

Table 3.1.1: Most important in conversion

Oown
Experience research Dr. Visser
Miracle 33.3% 20.9%
Bible study 14.3% 19.79
Testimony 25.4% 26.49
Christian life 17.5% 15.89
Other 9.5% 6.4%

First, there is a difference in what people nansed bfe example and attraction in

common. Attraction does not always mean thatabisut the life of only one person.

For example, sometimes people talk about lovegroap, like a church or a family.

The attractions they feel are not in the life oé @pecific person, but in the behaviour

of a group.

Second, the experience of seeing a Christianiéifeot the only part of the attraction.

The second important experience in the path of emion seems to be, according to

the data, testimonies. And in the data of dr. \fisbes category is even the biggest

group. Testimonies are not always a story thatbeaheard. Just seeing something

1% |nterview Narapon 3.4.4
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happen in a Christian life, can also be namedtareny. So then, it is not the
attraction of one whole life in particular, butjuse happening that can be named as
a testimony. When people are telling about sudimtesiies in the interviews, | count
them as an ‘attraction’, because people are telheg experience, which is the most
important reason in their conversion.

For what | have found, these two explanations laeebest to explain the deviation
between the data and the interviews. When | cdwnekperience of testimonies with
the experience of the Christian life, | come tauaber of 42.9%, which is closer to
the number if 49% of people who named, accordintéanterviews, attraction as the
most important reason. This percentage stressesgogtant role that attraction

plays in the path of conversion in the life of TBaiddhists to Christianity.
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3.2 Power

Another very important reason of conversion cafob@d in de category of power
(46%). Many people named it in different ways, aspef something that can be seen
as intervention by God. Also in this chapter lidigtiish several ‘aspects’ of this

power: Healing, Spiritual experiences and God saaaming.

Healing

The number of people who mentioned healing as aoitant reason is smaller than
the number of people who talked about the attraaticthe life of others, but it is still
a big group.

For many people who have an experience with healthgistianity was not unknown.
Most of them got in contact with Christians andkéal to them about Christianity.
Therefore, for most of them it is not the first tact with Christianity but it is the last
step they need to come to believe and therefaanitbe seen as an important reason
for conversion. | will give three stories of peopd¢king about healing as the turning
point in their conversion. Kiang Luth a woman of 42 years old, Wadiga woman

of 59 years old and Honie a woman of 36 years old.

In this first story the healing is coupled with #t@nversion itself. Therefore, the
healing is not the direct reason for conversion,adirect result of it. And this result
was also important in her getting stronger in faith

(...)Another thing was probably the most importanhiyconversion to
Christianity. For many, many years | was sick beseaof a blood illness and
sugar illness. We were poor because we neededod hooney for all the
research. The day | started believing, my illnesagpeared. Exactly on the
moment | started believing! Jesus has given mendlifiee everlasting life but

also a new life now here.

" Interview Kiang Lum 1.1.2
12 Interview Wong 3.3.5
'3 Interview Home 1.3.3
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For the other two stories the conversion is alseatly linked to healing. But here the

healing is a direct cause of the conversion.

| was at the big C (a shopping centre) and met agian there. While | was
shopping in the big C, my child was sitting outsitieis Christian saw my
daughter and went to her and saw that my daughgéer iy she had a kidney
disease. When | came back from shopping, this waaldme that | had to
pray for my child to God and that He can heal. Ma@man invited me for the
church service and after praying my daughter waadtk (...) God used this

woman to lead me to Christ.

My husband was ill. | went to the church becausekiohyvas part of a
compassion program of the church for poor childreater on | took my sick
husband to the church and there we met the padtorsaid to us: “Hand

over your problems to the Lord, he will help”. Wiaxyed and my husband
became healthy again (...)In that time | had an Hiféction and | was healed

as well. At that moment | thought: it is time tetme a Christian!

These three stories give examples of how miradesbe an important reason for
conversion. All of these women talked about thdihgas a ‘proof’ of truth and

linked their conversion directly to this ‘proof’.

Not for everyone their healing is the direct reageor many of them it is a part of the
sequence of things they experienced. Pbrgboy of 19 years old tells about his dad
during the interview. In his conversion his dadyplh a very important role and he

was a real example of love for him. He tells atmutoment of healing.

Important in my conversion was the moment thataoiywas broken. | had a
lot of pain and my father came to me and prayet wi¢ if God could heal the
foot. A day later my foot was healed! The pain piared and that was

really important in the growth of my faith!

% Interview Pong 3.4.6
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Nupai®®, a man of 74, also experienced the healing poiéiod. During the
interview he tells many stories that happenedatithe of his conversion. One of

them is this one about how God healed him in diior unexpected way.

I was in the hospital and | needed a surgery orhesrt. | was really sick.
While I laid there in the hospital a pastor camarig room; he did not know
me! This pastor had heard from God that he hadterethis room and so he
did. He started praying for me and the next dag,dhay of the surgery, the
doctor came and said to me: you are not ill anymarel you are free to go.

First | didn’t believe it, but after a few daysédame sure and was impressed!

Spiritual experiences

Some of the people | interviewed were talking alggeriences with God which
were not directly related to the healing of illnessomething else. Siriphtha
woman of 40 years old, tells an emotional storip@iv God intervened in her life on a

moment she really needed it.

My conversion started when my life was a mess delt hopeless. On a day |
was riding on my motorcycle and screamed to Gdd/du are real, please
show yourself!’. Five days later somebody of a chuzame to my shop to buy
something. He turned on a Christian music CD. Gat thoment it touched me
and | started crying. The man talked to me aboettiusic and about what
they were singing. | did not really listen to winat was telling but something
happened inside me. | felt a stream of happinessragpfrom inside of me; |

didn’t know what it was but something happened.

Most of these experienced happened ‘on the righhemt’. When people are in need,
spiritually of physically, God helped. That peopbgerienced this in many different
ways can be seen in the following stories. | inamed an old couple, living in the
rural lands of northeast Thailand. Their daughtarted believing when she lived in

Taiwan. She called her parents multiple times ltadhem about the gospel, but they

'3 Interview Nupai 1.1.4
'8 Interview Siriphon 2.4.4
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both did not want to know about this foreign redigi But for both of them this
changed in a special way.
Somphaat!, a woman of 68, was her whole life a spiritual inetto the ghost world.

My daughter called a pastor of the village nearlog dahe pastor came to our

home, which I did not know. The night before thetgravisited me, | dreamed.
| dreamed that someone came into our home andhisaperson was singing.
| didn’t understand it. But the next day this pastame, and without telling it,
the pastor started to sing Christian songs. Thas waign for me! | became a
Christian. But | also had many amulets en spiritinahgs. | threw it all away

and | felt that all the spirits left my house. Avfdays later | dreamed again. |

dreamed about God carrying me in His arms!

Her husband is sitting nearby when she tells oy sfter her conversion he
became more persevered in his critics about tligior. His name is Taakloofi) a
man of 65 years old, he was a monk for all of ifiés For a long time he was against

this new religion. But his life also turned radlgafter a special experience.

On some moment | had a dream, a vision. | saw rbadies. The people were
burnt from the lower part of their body and théyanged to ash. Then God
came and brought all the ashes back to life! | alaw myself burning, and |
was scared. God came and made me alive again. bvmagnk for many,

many years, but when | dreamed this | started dogbOn a day | had some
wound on my leg. | prayed to God; ‘If you can hea, | will believe!’ The
next day | woke up and | was healed. From that emirh became a

Christian.

For Somphaan and Taakloohn it would be difficulgéd in contact with Christians.
They only knew their daughter as a Christian, Inetlssed far away and moreover
there wasn't a church nearby. Yet for some reasseems to be that the people who

are most difficult to reach, have the most extra experiences with God.

7 Interview Somphaan 1.4.4
'8 Interview Taakloohn 1.4.5
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God is answering

A large group of people named the importance ofSGatswer in their life. For some
it was the final proof that God exists, for othgnwas the most important thing in
their conversion. Central theme of these stori¢saspeople have questions,
dilemma’s and problems they face in their life. ¥ibeought it to God and found an

answer. Like Prio&’, a young girl of fourteen years old.

The most important thing in my path to conversias that | prayed for my
problems and things that where difficult at schég@lrayed to God and He
helped me. After that | also prayed for a goodadphere at home and so it
happened! Also | prayed a lot for my friends,lealth and | saw time and
time again that God helped me!

Nat®, also a young girl of 15 years old, saw the samteer life. During the interview
she told me that she is the only Christian in h@sscand that it is sometimes very
hard for her to find ways to speak and to find 8ohs for her problems.

Many times when | have problems | pray to God and &hows a way out, a
way which | never expected, especially at schoahy friendships when |
talk about Jesus. A few weeks ago | was sick.ySoether came to me and

put her hand on me and prayed. Soon after the prayeas healed!

The importance of prayer was mentioned many timiks study shows the big
influence of prayer. Repeatedly people were talldabgut the large role that prayer
played in their conversion. Viély a woman of 27, experienced the power of prayer

during her search for satisfaction.

My parents are divorced and | was sad, disappoiated depressed. | tried to
pray and felt that God was real! | felt that He wgiging His peace to me.
Before | became a Christian | was a real Buddhigave food to the monks
and did other “good things”; but all the time Itfidat it was not satisfying.

19 |nterview Priow 3.4.7
20 Interview Nat 1.4.2
2L Interview View 2.1.6

-22 -



When | saw that God was with me in the prayertidaiisfied and became a

believer.

Chat? a man of 47 years old, experienced this powerials concrete way. While

his brother was already a Christian he was tryinfptm an opinion on it.

One day | was walking and saw that there was aidoy was almost
drowning. | jumped in the water to save him, benthrealized that | couldn’t
swim! | prayed to God if God wanted to help me, smdt happened! That was
for me the moment | started believing. In the meatier this | saw that God

helped me with my problems and | prayed to Godyniamres!

This chapter about power can help realize againcitvaversion is not something you
can force, plan or organize. In this last chagterdependency on God as the key
factor in a conversion is shown in many ways. feona it was a healing or a dream,

and for others it became clear that the only thingy could do was pray.

22 |Interview Chat 3.4.1
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4. Media

In this chapter | will elaborate my findings abdl role of the media in conversion

of Thai Buddhists to Christianity. In the reseaothlr. Visser some interesting data

were found and | tried to expand this data set.

Dr. Visser found in his research that printed medemore effective for evangelizing

than television and radio. He calls it one of thestmemarkable results of his research.

My data confirm this outcome. This is shown in &bl1.

Table4.1: Most influential medium

in conversion

Own

Medium research Dr. Visser

Visser also asked in his research is: what is meafiook?’.

To all the people who talked about books as a remaheir conversion

The ranking of the named media is the same as

used in the data of dr. Visser. Among the 63

important medium of all. A question which dr.

v 53% 5 6% people | have interviewed, none of them filled in
Radio 0% 3004 radio’. The percentage of people who mentioned
Book 48.4% 43.49% tracts is smaller than dr. Visser’s, but it islstil
Tract 9.5% 16.8% bigger than television and radio together!
None 33.3% 302%  The percentage of people who filled in book is
Other 1.6% . . -

° even higher than dr. Visser, and it is the most
NA 1.6%

it was asked which book they meant. Was it theehibt something else?

The following data were found (table 4.2).

Table4.2: What meant

These results show that for a large group of pethydebook is the bible,

with book?

Bible 39.28%

Other book 39.28%
Both 21.43%

but for the same amount of people this is anotbekpand for 21% the
bible as well as another book is meant.

Interesting would be to know what the role of boaks tracts is in conversion: how

important is it? Because | asked more about thisiguhe interviews | can show

some of these stories here.
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4.1 Book

As shown, ‘book’ can have different meanings. Safhe respondents mean the
bible while others were thinking about another gpebook. For both of these | will

give some examples of what their role can be irvemsion.

First about books other than the bible. | found yndifferent stories about books. For
some it was a book that they received in their lyphut they just read it when they
were older, for others it was an addition to aregoam that they saw. The first story

is from Sunis&, a young girl of 17 years old.

Somebody gave me a book. A book with a story abguaffe and a monkey.
They fell in the mud. An elephant came by and kamt So the elephant
started helping them and became dirty as well.darstood that God became

dirty by helping us! This parable was important foe.

She read this parable when she was younger. Bettaig@spel was explained in
another way, she understood what it was about.dDtlee aspects of the books that
the respondents mentioned, is that they make thnetaratand more of what
Christianity is about and that the message fits tentext. Like Perapt, a boy of

21 years old. The aspect of happiness is impontethie book that he received, as this
guote illustrates.

The first person who told me about Jesus was a (Yi©Qth For Christ)
worker. | became a friend of the people of YFCyTthtked to me and gave
me the book “Tapster Stone”. It was not a tract also not a book. It was a
mini book that explained the Christian faith. Itsvabout how to have
happiness in your life so that was important forlmeeause | wanted to have

happiness!

2 |Interview Sunisa 1.2.3
 Interview Perapat 2.1.3
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In this story of Perapat there is more to seeMBiser suggest in his research that
written media are often used in relations and tinatefore they can be an important
medium. That is what can be seen in the intervigiv Rerapat and others.

But this is not always the reason. Flyla boy of 13 years old, tells about a far more

impersonal way of receiving a book, with help d grogram.

The first time | heard about Christianity was itvgorogram called “Strength
for living”. A program full of testimonies. It praded an easy possibility to
call to the program and ask for a book. Especiédlyteenagers is it very

simple. This book and the program had a big infagean my conversion.

The reasons for the importance of a book in comwerare different. | found too few
stories to conclude what kind of books, or in wivays they are most often used. A

list of the books that people mentioned can bedasappendix.

4.2 Bible

In the following interviews you can see some mo@neples of people telling about
the role of the bible in their conversion. The gtof Nitnarirf® is about both the bible
and another book. The story of this woman of 34ye&d shows similarity with the
bible story of Philip and the Ethiopian in Acts 8:20.

When | was in university someone of Campus Crugade me a bible and a
CD. | started reading, but | did not understand dndas interested. On a day
| took a bus and | saw a Christian friend. | toldnithat | did not understand
what the bible was about, and | asked him abobytfriend told about Jesus.
Another important medium was a book with the topiben you ask, you
receive’. The title of the book is: How to makerids among influential
people. Most important in my conversion was théebibwas impressed when
| read it for the first time, even though | didtnmderstand everything.

2 Interview Fluk 3.3.1
2 |nterview Nitnarin 2.2.1
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In another village | found a similar story. Naiga#l9 a man of 39 years old, told me
about the importance of reading the bible for loiswersion. Like Nitnarin, he also

mentioned the role of another book.

From a Christian friend | got a bible and becaudié reading | started
reading the bible. One day a missionary came ingshop and | asked the
missionary about Jesus and the bible because halidinderstand what | was
reading. The missionary explained it to me andefere he was also the most
influential person in my conversion. He explainkdat Jesus and redemption.
The missionary recommended me to go to a church aad baptized there.
There is also another medium that influenced meoek called ‘God is Truth’
from Elan Ewbank. It was about the life of a misaly; | was impressed by it.
But most important for my conversion was the bibtead it by myself and |

really wanted to understand the bible and whatrigten in it!

Again a story of someone reading the bible whanigressed by it. | found this kind
of stories many times. For the most of these peopéaling the bible means the
beginning of their conversion. Impressed by thaebibey looked for contact with
Christians who explained it to them. Some of theenenamed that they did not want
to convert to Christianity because of their friemdgamily, but because of their own

decision while reading the source of knowledge akibuist, the bible.

4.3 Tracts

Lastly | will give some examples of people who memed that tracts had an
important role in their conversion. The first stigsyfrom Kambaar@, an old man of

86 years. With that age he was the oldest perbané interviewed. When he was a
teenager his mother started to believe in Jesusébdid not. His mother gave him
tracts about Christianity but he stayed Buddhist grew up as a Buddhist. One of the
villagers lived in Germany for a few years and cdraek with her husband who was

a German missionary.

%" Interview Naisalon 2.3.1
%8 Interview Kambaang 1.1.1
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What the German guy told about Jesus sounded rogieal and | started
believing. Everything became more valuable. | atsoted reading the tracts
that my mother gave to me when | was young andlimtarested more and
more. Because of the tracts | started asking abmigoodness and

trustworthiness of God, which | read about.

Throughout the years he kept the tracts and whdeing them (again) he understands
what they are about.

That it can take a long time before people stade@ad their tracts again with new
attention, is also illustrated by the story of Kgaun?®, a woman of 42 years old.

When | asked her about the first time she heafhoistianity she said:

There were missionaries who gave tracts to the leagaghe village. Also my
teacher at school told about Christianity. All tti@es | heard about

Christianity and Jesus, | was really interested.

But when the years went by she did not do that mwitth her interests. Meanwhile

her aunt became a Christian and she started tadkiagt Christianity.

My aunt invited me for the church, but | did notagdhe time. But at the same
moment | read a lot in all the tracts | had receifeom the missionaries when
| was younger. | found it good what was in it. Espkly the parts about being

honest.

For both it means that the tracts were kept somexdlethose years and did their
work not immediately but after many years.

Of course it would be interesting to know why teaate such an effective medium
(compared to others like tv and radio). Of coursmynreasons can be found, but
Nat®, a young girl of 15 years old, explained easilyy\lese tracts were that good

for her.

2 Interview Kiang Lum 1.1.2
% Interview Nat 1.4.2

- 28 -



My mother gave me some tracts about Jesus; the ia$ too big so the
tracts were easier to read. The tracts were abesud who takes away our

sins and who created the world.

It is still difficult to say exactly what role wtén media play in conversion. This
chapter shows stories of people who mention tregelmedia can explain the gospel
in a simple way. The stories of Nat and other peeplplained that because of a
simplification or a parable of the gospel, it isieato understand. Whatever the
reasons can be, the surprising outcome of thenadseédr. Visser is also found in
my data and it is worthwhile to pay attention te tble of these written media in the

conversion of Thai Buddhists towards Christianity.
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5. Obstaclesin conversion

Many missionaries in Thailand found out that idi§icult to reach Thai Buddhists

with the gospel. In this study | searched for irines that make people change their
religion from Buddhism towards Christianity. Thgsmple know more than anyone
else what the obstacles are for becoming a Chrisfiaerefore | asked people what
they see as obstacles in their conversion to Gdmisy. Not all the answers were clear.
Some mentioned what they see as obstacles fohailHuddhists in general in
becoming Christians, and others named personahdbst From all of these reasons,
personal or general, four main obstacles can limgisshed for Thai Buddhists in

becoming Christians.

1. Thai people are supposed to be Buddhists
This obstacle is named most often. Thailand hasichand ancient history in which
Buddhism is important. It is one of the major Buddlcountries in the world.
Moreover, the monarchy is intertwined with Buddhigtmerywhere in Thailand
thousands of temples and images of Buddha canupel fd he history of the country
makes the Thai proud of their Thai identity. Becogna Christian, accepting a farang
religion, can be seen or felt as a break with yichai identity.

2. You cannot break the rules of the family
This second reason is linked to the first one. B, as Asiatic kingdom, is a land
with a strong family community and hierarchy. Thiakes it very difficult for people
to become a Christian. By changing your religioiCtwistianity, you say goodbye to
your family and traditions. This is a common fear fihany people that | have
interviewed, especially young people (interview Bee3).

3. You do not take part in rituals anymore
Breaking with traditions is seen in obstacle nuntla@r, but it is more than only the
family. Especially in rural villages, people nantede after time that it is hard that
they cannot take part in feeding the dead (Merikikig), gambling, and other rituals
which take place around the temple. Becoming as@ian is much more than

changing views: it also means that you step oybaf social environment. In rural
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areas people were struggling with it and thereifoienot strange that many people
named this an important obstacle for becoming asGén.

4. Buddhist nevereally heard of Christianity
The last obstacle is simple: they never really ti@fChristianity. In Thailand just
0,3% of the people is Christian. That means thexetlare millions of people in
Thailand who never heard of Christianity. But thare also many people who do
know Christianity but in a false way. Many peopleale interviewed told that they
always thought that Christianity was about beied,ror becoming rich. When they
saw that Christians were not always rich they tinbdigat this religion could not be

true. Therefore these prejudices can be an impootasiacle in becoming a Christian.

The ‘solutions’ that people found in their liveancbe found in the previous chapters
about the factors of conversion. In these chappasple tell what their reasons were
for becoming a Christian.

| asked to people what they do to ‘reach’ otheri Bualdhists with the gospel. Not as
an advise but as personal attitude to these ThadBats. In general they named two

attitudes.

1. Give (the right) information
The people that | have interviewed feel an enormiecentive to tell other people
about their religion. That is also what they saidiray the interviews: they want other
people to be able to make a choice, by giving tirdarmation about Christianity (for
those who know nothing), or by givimgrrectinformation (for those who have
incorrect prejudices).

2. Share your life
As another attitude, they mentioned the importarfcharing your life with other
people. That is exactly what many of them expeerédnsee chapter 3.1). They try to
take care of people in need, show to all that thend happiness, and they try to

show to everyone the change that has occurrecindtvn life.
Looking at these two attitudes, we can see thatesging occurs both in words and in

acts. It is impossible to establish a fixed stratexgreaching Thai Buddhists with the

gospel, except for just to practice what is preddn®d to preach about your practice.
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6. Being Christian

In this final chapter | will have a look at how c@nted Thai Buddhists live their

Christian lives. What happened after their conw#rgiWhat does their conversion

mean for their daily lives? It is difficult to giveecomplete and comprehensive image

of this, but I will try to show some of the storigst people told on this topic.

Before the interviews | asked people to fill in tipgestionnaire. Based on the answers

in this questionnaire | interviewed them and | fdwome new data compare to dr.

Visser’s data, that | will show here.

First about their family’s reaction to their consien. 94.6% of the respondents says

that their relatives accept their being Christemppposed to 5.4% whose relatives do

not accept it. Of course it is difficult to find bwhat this ‘accepting’ means. For some

of the people that | have interviewed, it meant thair family ignores them. There

are also many respondents who said that their yaagitees with their being Christian

but the convert is not allowed to speak about big religion or to disturb the rest of

the family with it. Therefore | think that this ‘eepting’ does not mean that their

family ‘agrees’ with it. Still, this percentagerismarkable compared to the obstacles
they face when they talk to Thai Buddhists aboutsGianity.

Table 6.1: Church attendance converts

Church Own , Furthermore | found some data on people’s
Attendance research Dr. Visser

Every week 80.7% 74.8% experience with being part of a Christian
Every two .

weeks 9.8% 8.9% community. How often do they go to church
Every month 5.5% 8.59 e .

Lessythan e ] " and to other activities? First about church
month 2.8% 7.7% attendance. As we can see in table 6.1, most

of the interviewed people are often visiting a duiThe data are similar to the data

of dr. Visser and therefore confirm that people agm
active in visiting the church services after their
conversion. The same similarity in data is founthie
guestion on the frequency of their visits to ottieurch
activities throughout the week (table 6.2). Comgadce

dr. Visser, | found more people who visit the clutwo
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Table 6.2 : Visiting church activities

Church Own

Activity research Dr. Visser
Twice a week 19.7% 11.69
Weekly 49.2% 48.59
Every two

weeks 9.8% 7.39
Monthly 9.8% 16.4%
Less than once

a month 11.5% 16.19




times a week. In my opinion, this is an incidewliffierence.

One of the questions of dr. Visser was alwloatkind of activities people visit
throughout the week. | tried to answer this questiod found these data (table 6.3).
Most of the people are visiting a bible

Table 6.3, What chur ch activity? study group or a cell group. The second largest

Biblestudy/cellgroup 32.4% group exists of people who are working in a church
Prayermeeting 8.8%

Worshipservice 1039, as teacher or as staff worker. Some of them work
Other (teaching and ;

staffwork) 2019 N the alpha course, others teach teenagers. The
NA 26.5%| third group entails people who visit other worship

services during the week. | found several churettes had such extra services every

week, usually combined with a prayer meeting.

Finally | found some data and stories on the waypfeeevangelize in their daily lives.

How often do they talk about Christianity and h@wti Table 6.4 : Number of evangelism
going? First some statistical data. How often Higlttalk Z/egﬁgeensed ?Wn & | Dr. Visser
about Jesus last month? As shown in table 6.4, ofdke | O 12.7% 22.2%
, 1,2 27.0% 28.69
people talked to more than six people last montdutb 35 23.8% 27.39
their Christian faith. There is no clear explanatid the 6+ 36.5% 21.9%

fact that dr. Visser found lower numbers here.ll give some examples of the stories
that people told about this.

People express their Christian identity in manyjedént ways. One of the most
important reasons for conversion is the changepeaple see in the lives of
Christians. That is also what they want to expréksy are full of their new identity
and speak of it whenever they can! And people atdathem to tell about it! They
were even asked to pray for those who are in reded,when these are not Christians.
| heard many stories of people who just go ouhtodtreet on a normal day and tell
every person that they see about their being Gdmistike Takhoort, who wants to

express it to show it to his children.

| talked a lot about my faith with my child and etipeople. | think that my
child looks at me to see if I'm really happy witiist‘'new’ religion. So

3 Interview Taakloohn 1.4.5
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therefore |1 do not only talk, but | also try to shany happiness with my ‘new’

religion. | express my life.

Another thing that | heard many times during thernviews is that people show their
Christianity in their regular activities. At schotéenagers invited other teenagers to
come play the guitar in church, on MSN teenagédkedato their friends about their
faith. Owners of shops close their shop on Sungayto make people ask about their
behaviour. Two of these stories of being Christiwork are from Poff, a

Saengtaew (taxi) driver, and P&mwho sells pancakes to evangelize.

| talked to people about faith and Jesus and it&avpeople to come to
church. I tell everyone who sits beside me in &éxethat | am a Christian and

Jesus changed my life. Come to the church and pray!

| talked a lot to my friends about Jesus. | seligekes and every time people
buy pancakes, | give them a tract or a folder aklasgus. Last month | spoke
to many customers and just people on the streaitalesus and | gave them

papers and tracts.

Their attitude and the fire they have for their ndentity is inspiring and therefore it

is not that strange that the church in Thailangk@sving fast.

But despite all these good and inspiring storiestd is also another side. Various
people told me about the phenomenofaiing back Not everyone seems to realize
what it means that they have to change theirWgh prospects of healings,
happiness and sometimes fortune it can be eassctne a Christian. But after a few
years, when it is not that ‘new’ anymore, seveete fall back to Buddhism and
their traditional lifestyle. | could not find oubtv large the percentage of these people
is and it would definitely be worthwhile as a tojc further research. But it remains
important that people have correct information wtirery face Christianity, and that

they realize what their choice implies and howediht there life will be.

32 Interview Pon 3.3.4
3 Interview Pen 3.1.2
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7. Conclusion

The stories behind the numbers: that is what thdysis about. Dr. Visser started by
collecting all the data of the Thai church andgkeple who were converted
throughout the past eight years. The data thablected are saying something about
converted Thai Buddhists, but what do they say atheiconversion itself? And what
Is their story? The starting point for this reséan@s to find an answer to the
following questionwhich factors play a role in the conversion oaif Buddhists to
Christianity and what does the pathway of theirvamsion look like?n the

remainder of this report | will formulate an answethis question.

7.1 Findings

| designed an interview to find the reasons of evsion of Thai Buddhists towards
Christianity. | found two major themes that werentiog back frequently in different
types and forms. Firstly, people were talking akadtraction of the life of others and

secondly they named the importance of power.

Firstly, the attraction of the life of others. Thises not concern the life of all
other people than the respondent, but only theofifether Christians. People
frequently spoke of different aspects that they sathe life of Christians they knew,
be it either a characteristic of this life or aba in someone’s behaviour. Different
aspects were mentioned, from which three categodekl be distinguished: Change,
Love and Happiness.

Conversion is about change. But not all conversases are characterized by
similar changes. To some, a conversion is spreadaiong period of time, and for
others it can happen in the wink of an eye (ZehR&3). But all converts change in
some way, which makes other people curioMghat is it that she has?”, “How can
she change so enormouslyPeople notice a change in the life of a convehniciv
makes them attracted to Christianity.

Another theme is love. People noticed a love @lifie of Christians that they
have“never seen before This love is experienced in many ways, varying fithe
way Christians treat others, to the way they ttle@it own Christian community.
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Many respondents say that they noticed a differéedere they were Christian, when
they compared their concepts and ideas of goodvimiraand they saw a large
difference between the Christian’s life and theuno

Lastly people were talking about the aspect opiagss. In this phenomenon,
the same idea of attraction to the life of otherembedded: people see something that
they want too. Happiness is also a real Buddhistept and therefore it is not strange
that people mentioned it. It has to do with fuifiy the purpose of your life and to
find such an important phenomenon in Christiandiigetherefore a highly attractive

aspect.

The concept of power is the second major ‘reasen¢dnversion towards
Christianity. The importance of this reason illagés that conversion is not something
that happens because of human factors, but bech@sed. In this concept | also
defined three categories: Healing, Spiritual exgreres and God is answering.

Healing came back many times and was mostly mestdidny people who
were already in contact with Christians. In thoases, healing formed a direct proof
of truth and encouraged them to take the final gidgecome a Christian. | only
counted people who experienced this healing by slebras, but there were also many
converts who named testimonies of healings as poritant incentive for their
conversion. This shows the double importance olifgas one of the major reasons
for conversion.

Another category of power consists of experiendebespiritual world, of
God. Several converts spoke of dreams, visionngseand experiences of God. In a
Buddhist society, full of animistic traditions, eeqencing this spiritual reality is very
important. | discovered slightly higher numbergto$ kind of experiences in rural
and unreached areas, like Isaan en rural parthi@hG Mai region. But this research
Is to small to make this hard.

The last category is also an often mentioned reémoconversion. The
experience of God’s power trough answers to prayerelp in times of need was
clearly present in the interviews. | heard dozensta@ries. Sometimes short and
concerning small things, sometimes long and abradtgr things. However, the
experience thdtlesus helps with problemg$ very important as an experience of
God'’s presence. Converts see it as the ‘proof @@ is real and that He supports

them in their conversion.
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So far the concepts of attraction and power thatimd in the interviews.
Interesting is that | am not the first who findegk reasons for conversion. Prof.
Zehner did his dissertation research among Thaiertmabout the reasons for
conversiofi*. His research was done in an evangelical churofedaHope of
Bangkok. His main result is that there are two nraisons which were coming back
frequently; Love and Power. While his research d@se in only one denomination
of Christianity, | found similar evidence in a maldferential group. However, the
similarity can only support the outcome of thise@sh and | hope that therefore my
research can be helpful in a better understanditigegprocess of conversion among
Thai Buddhists.

7.2 Other conclusions

When | started with this study, dr. Visser requésieme specific questions that he
wanted to be answered. These were questions dewdlimgpecific issues that he was
unable to clarify in his own dissertation. Hereill formulate answers to these four

questions.

1. Which media are playing a role in the conversioftwdi Buddhists and on
what scale?

As dr. Visser himself found in his research, the af the written media is
unexpectedly high. | found the same in my reseéseh chapter four ), while | found
a slightly lower number of people who mentionedtsas an important medium. But
still there were some more questions. What kindoafks do the converts mean when
they mention ‘books’ as an important incentivetfugir conversion? 40 % of the
respondents where talking about the bible, 40% ad&uwrmal’ book and 20% about
both. So written media still play an important role
Most of these books (and tracts) were given inaiomal setting, while the examples
of television were more impersonal. The importaoic#hese written media is to be

found in their ability to illustrate and explairetigospel in a simple way.

34 . ) . . . . S
Zehner,Unavoidably Hybrid: Thai Buddhist Conversions taBgelical Christianity,
Cornell University, August 2003
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2. What is the role of family, friends and church wenkin the conversion of
Thai Buddhists?
This question has been answered in the previoudusion about reasons for
conversion. The role of family, friends and chuvadrkers should be seen as part of
the ‘attraction’ aspect. Whatever the exact refegiop to this person may be, when
there is a close relation (which is usually fouetMeen relatives and friends)
converts are attracted to the life of Christiansaose of change, love and/or

happiness.

3. How long did it take from the first faith conterdrdact with Christians till
their baptism?
Many people do not remember when their first cantaes. Usually it was a long time

ago and these first encounters seem not to béntipa¢ssive

Table7.2.1: Time

to most of the respondents. At the time of peodiess between conversion and
. T . bapti
encounters with Christianity, there often is a latk 2o
knowledge about Christianity and people have many 0 Months 31.7%
0 - 3 Months 9.5%
prejudices. So when they have ‘real’ contact witiri€ians, | 4 - 6 Months 7.9%

7 -12 Months | 15.99
13 - 24 Months 9.59
another ‘concept’ or vision which is either partBfddhism | 24 < Months 11.1%
NA/NY 14.3%

they do not link it to a new religion, but justrkithat it is

or can coexist with it. Another explanation of wihyey do
not remember their first contact, is probably beeathey did not link this contact to
their conversion, so it was not an important everthem.

Another thing that dr. Visser wanted to know is émeount of time between
conversion and baptism. The average time betweevecsion and baptism is eleven
months. 31% of the converts locate their converaidhe same time as their baptism.

In table 7.2.1, the results are given in monthg/beh conversion and the baptism.

4. To which extent do these converted people partieipatheir parish?
In chapter six | wrote about the way people take ipaheir parish and how often
they visit the church services. This shows that 8%l the people are still visiting
the church every week. | asked the same questitiretohurch leaders and they even
reported that 90% of all those who were baptize2D®8 still visit the church.
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Apart from visiting church services, people ar@alstive in other church activities.
For 33% of the converts these activities considtilolie studies or house groups. 22%
performs staff work or teaching and 20% of the oesients visits extra worship
services or prayer meetings. 25 % did not respond.

So, in which way do people participle? Accordingrtg research they participate a lot
and they are active in evangelizing (they talkttoeo people about Jesus with an
average of six people per month).

Other people, however, tell about falling back tadBhism. This is a subject that is
worth to have a closer look at to get a better tstdading of how conversion works

and especially of the depth of their conversion.
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